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HOUSE BI LL 1692

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Ocutt, Blake, Kretz, DeBolt, Schindler, Condotta,
Buck and Takko

Read first time 02/02/2005. Referred to Committee on Natural
Resour ces, Ecol ogy & Parks.

AN ACT Relating to the role of counties in the managenent of forest
| and; anendi ng RCW 79.22.100; reenacting and anendi ng RCW 79. 22. 040;
and addi ng a new chapter to Title 36 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW79.22.040 and 2003 ¢ 334 s 206 and 2003 ¢ 313 s 6 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in section 7 of this act, if any |and
acquired by a county through foreclosure of tax |liens, or otherw se,
comes within the classification of |and described in RCW79.22.010 and
can be used as state forest land and if the departnent deens such | and
necessary for the purposes of this chapter, the county shall, upon
demand by the departnent, deed such land to the departnent and the | and
shal | becone a part of the state forest |ands.

((Sueh)) (2) Land acquired by the departnent under this section
shall be held in trust and adm nistered and protected by the depart nent
in the sane manner as other state forest |ands.

(3) Land acquired by the departnent under this section nust be
deeded back to the original county by the departnent when requested to

do so by the leqgislative authority of the county under section 3 of
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this act. A legislative authority my only request a deed to be
transferred during tine periods established by the departnent through
the rule-nmaking process. The departnent nust, at a mninum allow
county legislative authorities to request a deed transfer for at |east
thirty consecutive days each biennium

(4) Land deeded back to the county under this section is no | onger
part of the state forest lands, and includes all valuable materials,
oils, gases, coals, mnerals, or fossils associated with the | and.

(5) In the event that the departnent sells |ogs using the contract
harvesting process described in RCW 79.15.500 through 79.15.530, the
nmoneys derived subject to this section are the net proceeds from the
contract harvesting sale.

Sec. 2. RCW 79.22.100 and 2003 c 334 s 208 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((VWhenever)) (1) For any forest |land ((wheh—shalH—have)) that has
been acquired by any county through the foreclosure of tax liens, or
((etherwtse)) other neans, and whi ch ((shatH—have)) has been acquired
by the federal governnent either from ((sa-d)) the county or fromthe
state holding ((satd)) the lands in trust, and ((shat—be)) 1Iis
avai l able for reacquisition, the board and the ((beard—of)) leqgislative
authority of the appropriate county ((eermrssioners—eof—any—such
eounty)) are authorized to enter into an agreenent for the
reacquisition of ((sueh)) the lands as state forest lands in trust for
((sueh)) the county. ((Sueh))

(2) Any agreement authorized by this section shall provide for the
price and manner of ((sueh)) the reacquisition. The board is
authorized to provide in ((sueh)) the agreenent for the advance of
funds available to it for such purpose from the forest devel opnent
account((y+))._ The advance of funds nay represent all or any part of
the price for ((sueh)) the reacquisition so agreed upon((;—whieh)).
Any advance shall be repaid at such tine and in such manner as provided
in the agreenment, and any distributions nust be nade solely from any
distribution to be nade to ((satd)) the county under the provisions of
RCW 79. 22. 040( (+—that) ) .

(3) The title to ((satd)) the |l ands acquired by this section shal
be retained by the state free fromany trust until the state ((shaH-
have)) has been fully reinbursed for all funds advanced in connection

HB 1692 p. 2



©O© 00 N O Ul WDN P

N PR R R R R R R R
O © o NO O D WDNN - O

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

34
35

with ((sueh)) the reacquisition((—anrd—that)). 1In the event of the
failure of the county to repay ((sueh)) the advance in the manner
provided, the ((satd)) forest |lands shall be retained by the state to
be adm ni stered and/or disposed of in the sane manner as other state
forest lands free and clear of any trust interest therein by ((satd))
the county. ((Sueh))

(4) The county shall make provisions for the reinbursenent of the
various funds from any noneys derived from ((sueh)) the lands ((se))
acquired under this section, or any other county trust forest board
| ands which are distributable in a |like manner, for any sunms w t hhel d
fromfunds for other areas which would have been distributed ((t+herete
fromtimetotimebutfoer—sueh)) Iif not for the agreenment authorized by
this section.

(5) Land acquired by the state under this section nust be deeded
back to the original county by the departnent when requested to do so
by the legislative authority of the county under section 3 of this act
during the tinme periods established by the departnent under RCW
79.22. 040. Land deeded back to the county is no longer part of the
state forest |lands, and includes all valuable materials, oils, gases,
coals, mnerals, or fossils associated with the |and.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The legislative authority of any county
t hat has deeded |l and to the departnment of natural resources under RCW
79.22.040 or 79.22.100 may request the departnent of natural resources
to deed that Iland back to the county during the tinme periods
established for such requests by the departnent under RCW 79.22.040.
If the original |and deeded to the departnent of natural resources has
been transferred for other land within the sane county, then the county
may request the deed of the acquired property to be transferred to the
county.

(2) The county assunes full legal and equitable title to all |ands
deeded to the county under this section. The |ands nust be nmanaged for
maxi mum sustained profit as a working forest and be forever reserved
from sal e.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) Counties opting to request ownership of
| and under this chapter assune all admnistrative and nmanagenent
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responsibilities for the Iand, consistent with section 3 of this act,
including, but not limted to, deciding on how, when, and if the tinber
on the land will be harvested.

(2) When managi ng | and acquired under this chapter, the |egislative
authority of the county shall choose the managenent process that is
deenmed nost effective by the county. This may include, but is not
l[imted to:

(a) Using county enployees to nmanage the |and,

(b) Contracting with private foresters to nmanage the | and,

(c) Contracting with the departnent of natural resources to nmanage
t he | and;

(d) Deeding the land to the departnent of natural resources to hold
in trust for the county; or

(e) Partnering wwth other counties to jointly manage the | and.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Any noneys derived fromthe | ease of |ands
obtai ned under this chapter, or fromthe sale of oils, gases, coal
m nerals, fossils, or other valuable materials, as that termis defined
in RCW 79.02.010, shall be paid, distributed, and prorated to the
various funds in the sanme mnmanner as general taxes are paid and
di stributed, except that no distribution may be nmade to the state
general fund. Revenues that woul d otherw se be dedicated to the state
general fund nust be redistributed proportionally anong the other funds
recei ving general tax revenue.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Counties opting to request ownership of |and
under this chapter may, if the legislative authority of the county
determines it to be in the best interest of the county, enter into
agreenents with the departnment of natural resources to include the | and
in any habitat conservation plans or other plans for satisfying state
or federal requirenents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Once a county has had | and deeded back to it
from the departnent of natural resources under this chapter, that
county may deny any requests nmade by the departnent of natural
resources under RCW 79.22.040 to have any qualifying |ands deeded to
t he departnent of natural resources.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 3 through 7 of this act constitute

a new chapter

in Title 36 RCW

~-- END ---
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